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A glorious photographic tour of the public and private gardens of New Jerseyâ€”from historic formal

gardens of former estates, to suburb gardens, horticulturistsâ€™ havens, and fresh takes on front

yards.  Â  The most densely populated state in the nation and one of the original thirteen, home to

the largest public iris garden in the country, and the glacier-swept endpoint of the last Ice Ageâ€”for

Nancy Berner and Susan Lowry, who look to gardens as an entry to the history and culture of a

region, New Jersey presents an array of surprising diversity. Its temperate climate makes it possible

to grow a wide range of plants, while its complex topographyâ€”ranging from mountains to rolling

hills and flat basins, the scrubby Pine Barrens and the rich Coastal Plainâ€”demands innovative

approaches to design.  Â  The twenty-eight selected gardensâ€”from Skylands, with its specimen

trees, woodland and rock gardens, and lilac collection close to the New York border, to the elegant

formal gardens of Short Hills, Bernardsville, and Oldwick, to a wildlife garden filled with frogs and

butterflies and a lighthouse garden near Cape Mayâ€”illustrate the ways in which New Jerseyâ€™s

long garden traditions are upheld to this day. Gemma and Andrew Ingallsâ€™ stunning photographs

bring out the manifold ways in which a garden might speak to us in its ownerâ€™s or designerâ€™s

voice, expressing a particular point of view.
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"Handsomely documents 28 gardens, public and private, that authors Nancy Berner and Susan

Lowry visited during an 18-month odyssey across the state. Perhaps the most intriguing sections of



the book are those that sneak readers into fabulous private gardens, captured by photographers

Gemma and Andrew Ingalls. Thereâ€™s the garden created by noted garden writer Ken Druse and

partner Louis Bauer, horticultural director at Wave Hill in the Bronx, on a 2-acre river island. The

tropical garden of Graeme Hardie and the sculpture-rich garden of Silas Mountsier, located opposite

one another on a leafy street in Nutley. The elegant fountains and artful perennial gardens at

Kennelston Cottage in Far Hills. Linden Hill in Rumson, where 45,000 annuals create a spectacular

display every summer. And thatâ€™s just scratching the surface."Â  â€”Newark Star-Ledger,Â Inside

Jersey "Given its official nickname, itâ€™s no surprise that New Jersey has a rich and vibrant

gardening tradition. But what may be news to some is that it plays out on such geographically

diverse terrain.Â Gardens of the Garden State, the third book by seasoned garden-writing duo

Nancy Berner and Susan Lowry, provides an illuminating and visually rewarding journey through the

landscapes of the fifth-smallest and most densely populated state."Â  â€”Architectural Digest"An

unexpectedly gorgeous book about a much maligned state. It is a collection of essays about 29

public and private gardens all over New Jersey. The variety is impressive and speaks to the

diversity of the topography found in the state which is the fifth smallest in the nation yet boasts

rolling farmland, mountains, lakes, rivers, seashore, swamps, pine barrens, rocky ridges, and stony

hills. The book's photographs by Gemma and Andrew Ingalls are lovely and effectively expand the

often brief text."â€”Gardenista's "Best Books for Garden Lovers""The text shares space with

handsome photography by Gemma and Andrew Ingalls, showing 29 gardens, including the

Laurelwood and Linwood Arboretums, the New Jersey State Botanical Garden at Skylands,

Greenwood Gardens, and Van Vleck House and Gardens." â€”Landscape Architecture

Nancy Berner and Susan Lowry are a highly regarded garden writing team, successfully

collaborating on the Garden Guide to New York City and Gardens of the Hudson Valley.  Â  Gemma

and Andrew Ingalls, of Ingalls Photography, are well-known garden and landscape photographers

who have collaborated with many landscape architects and garden writers.

I have over 60 garden books and this one is absolutely my favorite. There are 240 pages of the

most beautiful garden photography I have ever seen.

Good value

This is a beautiful garden book of public and private gardens in New Jersey. It is both a "coffee



table" book, with beautiful photographs, and a reference with useful plant descriptions and garden

history. A great book for garden lovers, particularly in the Eastern US.

All garden lovers should have this lovely book, beautifully illustrated and great descriptions, you'll

want to visit every garden

beautiful and informative

I loved it, a well written book showing some of the wonderful gardens in New Jersey, with amazing

photographs.

This beautifully photographed and well-researched book is more than just another flip-through

coffee table tome. The well-known garden writing team of Berner and Lowry has made a personal

selection of twenty-nine of the finest and most interesting gardens of New Jersey, a state too many

associate with industrial wasteland despite the motto on its license plate. With a wealth of

horticultural knowledge and great sensitivity to landscape design, the authors present a wide range

of gardens, from storied estates like Skylands that are open to the public, to private gardens that

have never before appeared in print. The authorsÃ¢Â€Â™ pleasure in encountering new and

unusual plant specimens infuses the excellent text, and the hundreds of color photographs will

inspire any gardener.

One of the best gardening coffee table books out there. The gardens themselves are a wonderful

(and well-kept) surprise, and the photographs capture much of their multi-seasonal delight. It is

particularly worth noting how interesting and well-written the text of this book is: it would be worth

reading about New Jersey geography and how it affects the various kinds of plantings which can be

used even without the photographs. A great gift: those to whom I have given it have already ordered

copies for other gardening friends!
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